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ESLEY STERRITT
was 8 thrifty soul
and enterprising,
In early vyouth he
Wits & erossrouds
genins

No ecasunl ob-
server would ever
suspect him of
shrewdnsss—a fact
which he toroed
to his own advanrtage in many s bars
gain—but Wesley had, as though ns-
ture provided special compensation
for the shorteomings of personal mt-
tractions, n peculiar indifference o to
extarnalities, whether his own ar
tiose of other people. e was ons

10( those peopls who could swap &

bushel of corn for a bushel of corn
and proft by ths transaction, main-
taining a 1aputat.iuu for fuir measurs
and iﬂcil‘t hl)l.'lt_’.':t,}'. Ha re-
'fl‘l E'hll. Rocle to SThiilloh.
He was rapidly adsuoced to $40 =
month and then to a partnership in a
He soon bacams sole
owner of the bosmess. [s added =
Ene of sgchool baoks and coffinsg, Hour-
ished for ten or twelve mooths, in-
sured everything and gor burned out.
He went to Fairburn  lIle flourished,
of course. He expandel, as it wers
to the limit of his opportunities. Ilis
eénlerprise wiks @4 riévelution 1o bis
eompetitors. He bnd toys for Christ-
mas, Valentines for the 4th of Fab-
ruary, HSags for the Foarth of Juiy.
Thére were romors that he had sold
whisky—very profitable that, hecanse
very risky, thie town and county being
dry—but the grand jury never did
eaytinong with it asd Wesley con-
ticued to prosper. Ifs attended
church and Sunday-school regulariy,
ingrutiating himealf to a degree with
tiie denominntion that hed most ad-
herents in the neighborhond. Event-
ually he began specnliting in cotton.
He sent mysterious telegrams in
eyvphers and recelved egnally mys-
terions. answers. LTha telegraph ap-
erator told all about it confidentially.
The romor was speedily corroborated,
fis it counld be in pons But & small
town whera everybody knows every-

body else and everybody elsse's busl
| mess.

Fairburn held its hrenth a while
—1tile eéxpression Is semi-figurative
of conrse—in expeotation of a catas
trophe, the sudden aonibilation of
Wesley Sterritt. The negroos who
heard the white folks whisperiog

\ about it, lookad for the earth to open

up aod hterally swallow him
T'hers wns no Snancian!l crash, oo
craclk of doom. no sensation of any
sort. The mon simply cootinusd to
prosper. The fown rubbed its eyes
and .ooked aguin, to be certaion Wes-
ey was g%ill there. and then deliber-
ately satiled down to the conviction
that he was & great Gnancier—a man
wha could  hold his own lo contlict
with the money kings ln Wall streel
He cnme to be réegardad as an oracle
in thae matter of specualative invest-
ments No list of trostess or directors
could be complete without Lis name.
He was offered the mavoralty and
declined the honor. His store burned
up, fully insured —a fact which some
envions people and the insarance nd-
juster. referving to the similar ex-
perience in Shiloh, made s sugprastive
colncidenca—but Wesley collected the

P

maoney and removed to Atlapra. Ile
started n business 1 Atlanta. He
was amply succeasful. Ha was dis
satisfied.

Oune evenlng, after a good day's

business, he went hotme ina thooght-
silent mood,

Heo had little ap-

ful,
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SehHE MUST GO Now, WeEsLEY.™

petite for supper. His wife—yes, In-
deed, he had a wife. It is sirange

how paturslly one who knew Wesley
in telling

Sterritt at this tim- maght,
the story of his life, forget to men-
tion the existence of & Mrs Sterritt
Thete was little sbout Mrs Sterritl,
except ber existence to be mentioped
in that eonnection. Even in the ac-
connt given by her old neighbors of
the marriage — the one time io her
1ife when she said “I1 will"—she was
mada subordinate and incudental to
the consiuderation of & grist mill
which Wesley was commonly sald o
have married, the wife passing as &
sort of inecnmbrance upon the proper-
ty. Poor woman! Her identity. ex-
eept the mechnnical part of it nad
faded away into that of Ler husband
—har mnulu_y. if that en't in itself
too positive & term. bors to his the
relation of a shadow to substance.
the soquiesced. always ncguiesced.

!inpi acguiesced in what he said

“Martha,” said he sbruptly. when
she bad finished with Lhe dishes aod
began with her kaitting as usual,
“Fm poing to buy that lot 1 was
taliia® aboug _v:st.h!dv—:he brick
bo'din™house place J'inin’ the charch”

Mrs. Sterritt wns vagnely startied

and suspicious Heé never mads hera

ad as thongh it especinlly concerncd
her. He even looked as if he expected
har to mnlke a reply.

“"He's arblecged to sell—the fellow

The Kind

confidant in his affairs, and mow talle ‘
!
’ medicine

I war talkin® toin the sto” when vou vou need 13 the
wis thar yistiddy,” he ecooilinued. wid el =iy 2 -
presently. I kin git it fer §22.000 | olg rednbie o)

cash. If's wuth easy a time und hulf blood-purifie:

thint: easy." :

Mrs Sterrift continued Ler koitting
in silence, never once looking up.
The indliestions, she kuew, were
ominous.

VE R
“1've got, say, 514,000 of that My |

_ SARSAPARI
eradit is good, but not good enoogh.

Martha" I
Wesley looked closely at ber face. can have
She fumbled a bit at her kultiing. no substitute
“I ¢an't be burned out again. I ~ =T —
Cures others,

must try something else. I — fail.
B Bt s
will cure y«

I must put that lot ia yo' name.

He explained the scheme in datn!l.
She listeped without comment until
be had finished, Then she folded up |
the knitting and said guietly:

“"Thet's stealin’. I won't"™

Wesley's face erimsoned. Tle was
equally amazed nond sogry. She as
tonlshied him further before he couid
find words for his wrath by wasking
sternly:

*“ls what they say about them flres
o' yvour'n a fack, We-dey""

FLO'?I

He mnswered with an oath. His Cor. E‘.m\‘r wd and
fuce was pale now and his fists wers A4 Potwin Flaoe, Tops
clencheid. He controllied himself with - O

an effort, and then said slowly: alim Plw
“If you won't, she will; I'l]l put the
1ot in Dory Turner's name, an® you—,
Glud enough she'd be Now, Miss
Rightaous, will ths lot be in yo pr-,
nums or her'n?* = R
He saw her-filush at tlis mention of -
Dora Turoer's name. Her head ond B0 BB
sbhonlders drooped for an instant as : TOPEEA
thongh she had bern dazed by u blow. - _ - -
fle had thouzht it nseless to say as Transfer Compa
much as he bhad intended to say, so BO% HANBAS AV
Tels. 320. ¥. P. BADON
%“111*-
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confident was he that she would sub- |
mit. He asked triumphantly:

“Y¥o' pame or Dory Turner'a?” !

“AMine,” she answered. !

She obeyed implicitly after that, |
signing papers as he directed. The |
frand was consnmmated. Ontraged
creditors attacked the title, buot on-
suceessiully. The deed swas good,
Wesley Sterritt owned property iz his
wifae's name, worth more than $30,.-
0o He enlcuilated that, all things
considered, he had done well in busi-
ness. Ha had ounly to sell the lot
after a while and begin again, proba-
bly in Nashville or Louisville, with a
cash capital which it wounld have
taken yvears to acyuire in legitimate
business,. Meaanwhllle the house was
fillod with boarders, the praperty
was paylog good Interedt He could
afford to wait, to look about leisurely 1
for a purchaser and for sn oppor- |
tunity to locate elsewhere. He went
home with his wife from the court
house on the day of the Bual dacision. ‘

“Is it Bll over?" she asked

“All over,” he said. “‘The property
ismine. IU's paid for, too.™

He langhed at his owa wit, and
laughed at her puzzled, curious ex-

ARTHUR MASSAS
Horse

Practical =~

273 WEST FIFTH

Telephons 488, - -

Horses with diseasad loot
Track sud roadabiosing o

prﬁ?:lzi":ver." she repeated thonght- | | SOl
cutly. Burlington: Throu

“May I ask?" he grinned, as the
new idesa oecurred to him, ‘‘what you
propose to do with yo' property?” | | ‘

““Yes ' ale said quietly. *1 perpose -
to keepit, Wesley.™ ' F RN

“You're comin’ out” he suid, in KansaSE I:y-._("l.

mock enconragement, noting the apt- |
ness with which she matched his

ST. LOUIS. CHIC
Omaha, Peori:

grim hmmor, “An' what, muy [ asic,
ST.PAUL, B!.INHL

do you proposs to do with me™”
“You musl git out, Wealey.™
*“When¥” '
“To-doy. Yes I'll keep the place.
I'll puy back what you stole an’ Keep
the plage.™
Then ths suspicion, and fostantly
Lthe cert‘“i“t.‘" got into “!“""Ie."— Stuer- Only One Change of
ritt's hi=nd that the woman was in .
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rarnest—that she was corazy nodl
would do exactliy whatshe suid Cold
perspleation eame out in beads upon
his face. He pleaded &6 he nevor
pleaded before. Mrs Sterritt wwas in-
exorable, and saswered simply:

"You must go, Wesley."

“Ain't my eredit good for bouard,
Martha?'

“Mebbe—with Dory Turner.™

There was no anawer for that He
looked to see that the windaow euor-
tains shut off the view fromm the out-
side, and then got upon his knees

“"Marthn,™ he whined, “*Mortha—""

““iVegley." she sald deelsivaly, ““yon
must go now—go right away.”

That was ten or twu!t'aa Yeldrs ago.
Mra. Sterritt
house. She has p-ad off what Wesls
stole, svery cent of it with int«-rnﬁt.
At long Intervals thers reappears in
Atlnota a homeless sot, the meekes:t
of men, who goes there and asks for
Mra. Sterritt, She gives him a meal
in the kitcheén, and says when he has

|
- THE

ONLY STONE BALLASTE

-

NO CEHANGE OFY
BETWEEN

fimlshed it KANSAS CITY anno |
“You must go now, Wesley.” KANSAS CITY axo N
The Glow-Worm's Light 51‘. LULIIS axo CHI

Much speculation hus of late bacu .
indulged In concerning the nature of
the light of the glow-worm and the
fire-fy. Tts chemiecal nature I3 un-
koown: it gives forth light without
heat and cannot be extinguished by
water or any known liguid outside of
the acids, which would, of course, de-
stroy the lichtgiviog apparatus
Some scientists believe thut the active
agent in the light-difusing substance
is phosphorous, but the truth of this
has never been proven.
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WMr. Lewes' Jok-

On one occasion George Lewes. the
hasband ~f UGearge Ellot,” whom he
called Po. .y, had arranged to take o |
ramble in $he country with Herbert
Spepcer and the late Dr. YoumAhns,
but instead of him appesred the fol-
lowing note: **My Dear Philosopher:
Polly ia 1l and as husbands are indi-
visable, (tad for that reason probably
no matter), J am sorry to sy I shall e ﬂ-“-:‘;qq. vwaid
not have a leg or cersbellum at your mEE",";",‘.’;:,‘,‘:."_'; B T e e
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